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Youth Water Leadership Program

Youth Water Summit
September and October 2017
Roaring Fork Valley, Colorado

After two month of learning about where their water comes from
with local water professionals, about Colorado water rights and
policies, and watershed management, students and their teachers
participated in the innaugeral Youth Water Summit in Carbondale,
Colorado.
The Youth Water Summit, a participant-driven educational
conference for youth produced by Wild Rose Education for Pitkin
County Healthy Rivers and Streams created an opportunity for
learning, dialogue, and action on Colorado River Basin issues.
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More than 80 middle and high school students participated
from 5 schools between New Castle and Aspen, Colorado.
Water policy decision makers and professionals engaged in
dialogue with students.
Local watershed experts shared knowledge of local issues.
14 student teams presented their researched concerns and calls
to action for watershed issues.
Local river heros shared inspiring stories and films.

Student Presentations Included:
• Colorado River and Climate Change
• Buying and Selling Water Rights
• Dams: Should dams be removed and what are the pros and cons
of dams?
• Effects of the Colorado River Running Dry: Culture, Economy,
Agriculture, and Ecology
• Redevelopment of Two Rivers Park River-Front Considerations
• How are literature, film, and visual art used for water activism?
• Elk Creek Watershed’s Future
• Water Quality vs Water Quantity of Upper Roaring Fork
Watershed
• Water Conservation: How can we make a difference?
View students’ presentations and news stories at wildroseeducation.com

Broader Reach, Impacts, and Outcomes
• Glenwood Springs students invited to present at Glenwood
Springs City Council meeting on Two Rivers Park river-front
considerations.
• Aspen High School students invited to City of Aspen meeting to
present their Water Quality vs Water Quantity of Upper Roaring
Fork Watershed research.
• Students shared their presentations with student body at their
respective schools.
Student Comments and Feedback
• The most valuable part of the summit was presenting and being
able to practice my public speaking skills in a more formal setting
than the classroom.
• I thought that it was very valuable to talk to elders that have more
experience than I do and talk about ideas I hadn’t thought about
before.
• For me the most valuable part was hearing and seeing all the other
presentations to see their ideas and how they are there trying to do
something for the future.
• I learned various different ways to save water.
• I really liked the chance to share our learning to a group that could
actually make a difference.
• Discussing with other kids my age and seeing what they knew about
what I’ve been learning about.
• It was valuable to learn the impacts that we as a community can
make to help the Colorado River.
• I’m pretty sure I wasn’t the only one in that room that got inspired
and learned something new.
• It was an eye opener, I learned about other river topics that I didn’t
know about.
• Now I’m more educated and now I can help educate others.
• The most valuable part was getting to see all the other presentations
and getting to talk to the newspaper it made me more comfortable
with public speaking.
• The most valuable part was being able to hear other students
opinions and ideas from around the valley.
Sponsors and Partners

“This project will live in
the minds of our students
for the long haul... a
necessity for the world
they will inherit.” - teacher

